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‘  #his despateh is in referemce to the following parsgraph included in the

doctment under reference:

%2, What is the area involved and the historical antecedents of the
border dispute with Honduras which resulted in Honduran protests over Salvadoran
i{ncursicns in late October,19587 What prompted the Salvadorans to cross the

We were not aware here that the Government of Honduras had protested to the
Goverhmenit of El Salvador. Several months ago reports appeared in the press of
a dispute which may have been the one referred to in the document under reference.
These newspaper reports originated in Honduras. So far as we know, no publicity
regarding the incident originated with the local press. At that time, we made
informal inquiry of the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs regarding the press storks.
The Ministry officer just waived the matter aside with a statement that incidents
of this nature had always occurred from time to time and were not considered of
particular significance by the Government of El Salvador. We are not sure, there-

. fore, at what point along the border the reported dispute took place. Was it the

incident reported in Embassy Tegucigalpa Weeka No. 43, November %, 195871/

As we understand here, the entire border between El Salvador and Honduras
is not defined formally but portions of the border are defined topographically
and by informal understanding., For instance, we understand that boih governments
informally agree that the Ric Goascorén is the proper dividing line for the area

| separated by the river. We gather that the area of greatest dispute is that in

the vicinity of the Salvadoran town of Perquin (Departaent of Morezan) and the
Honduran town of Marcala. According to the local representative of the Inter-

| American Geodetic Survey, the two countries are now Jjointly preparing a map of

the two countries; this map will not mark the boundary; the two countries,
according to this source, intend to agree on the boundary subsequent to the pub-

L

lieation of the map,
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These dlsrutes have arisen for & variely of reasons, he saidy meme fﬂ%mugh in-
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Trhe Under Secrstery staved that the Gorerpment of Bl -'ﬁégi,ly@ﬁj@@? has z;@v?:f‘ .
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